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Page 154 Page 156
1 MR. GANT: The American Psychiatric 1 A. Right.
2 Association. 2 Q. WasRalland Slade an employee of NAMB at
3 A. | have heard of them, yes. 3 thetime?
4 (Paintiff's Exhibit 16, Medscape 4 A. No.
5 definition of Delusional Disorder, Updated 5 Q. And you responded to an e-mail, Mr. Tom
6 6/6/22, marked for identification.) 6 Unzicker, same day, September 17, 2018, at 8:15 am.
7 Q. (By Mr. Gant) I'm handing you what's been 7 A. Yes
8 marked as Exhibit 16. Thisisa printout from the 8 Q. You wrote, It'sthe same old lies, correct?
9 website called Medscape, with an overview of 9 A. That's correct.
10 delusional disorder. 10 Q. You werereferring to statements by
11 Do you seeit says, "Delusional disorder is 11 Dr. McRaney when you said "same old lies," correct?
12 anillness characterized by at least one month of 12 A. I'massuming -- | assume so. It'sthe
13 delusions but no other psychotic symptoms, according 13 same -- it'sthe same song, yes.
14 to the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic 14 Q. You can put that aside for now.
15 and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 5th 15 (Plaintiff's Exhibit 18, E-mail string to
16 edition, text revision." 16 Ezell from Brodbent, 7/10/20, Bates stamped NAMB
17 Do you see that? 17 9188 - 90, marked for identification.)
18 A. | seethat. 18 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Exhibit 18 is Bates labeled
19 Q. Haveyou ever seen that before? 19 NAMB 9188 through 90.
20 A. No,sir. 20 A. Yes. Yes
21 Q. Okay. You can put that aside. Thank you. 21 Q. Tel mewhen you are ready for aquestion.
22 (Plaintiff's Exhibit 17, E-mail string to 22 A. Okay.
23 Ezell from Unzicker, 9/17/18, Bates stamped NAMB | 23 MR. PERLA: You haven't read it.
24 8240 - 41, marked for identification.) 24 THE WITNESS: | read thefirst --
25 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Exhibit 17 is Bates labeled 25 MR. PERLA: You can wait to hear what the
Page 155 Page 157
1 NAMB 8240 through 41. Please let me know when you 1 question is, but there are other pages.
2 havereviewed it. 2 THE WITNESS: Okay. | didn't realize there
3 A. Okay. 3 were other pages. All right.
4 Q. WhoisPastor Rolland Slade? 4 Okay.
5 A. Hesapastor in Cdifornia. Wasthe 5 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Who is Al Brodbent?
6 chairman of the executive committee of the SBC ayear 6 A. ldon't--1don' recal.
7 orsoago. 7 Q. Itsayshere-- it refers-- hise-mail
8 Q. Hesentyouanemail inthisexhibit on 8 refersto pastor-counselor.
9 September 17th, 2018, correct? 9 Do you see that?
10  A. That'swhat it says, yes. 10 A. Yeah, but | just don't recall.
11 Q. Andthen there were some -- therewas a 11 Q. Al Brodbent was not with NAMB at the time
12 response fromyou. It looks like you may have 12 of thise-mail exchange, was he?
13 forwarded it to someone. 13 A. Again, | don't recall who heis. Sol
14 Who's Todd Unzicker? 14 don't know everybody who works at NAMB.
15  A. Hesthe-- lookslike at the time of the 15 Q. Hise-mail addressisnot an e-mail address
16 e-mail -- Tom Unzicker is currently the state exec at 16 from NAMB, isit?
17 North Carolina. At the time of the e-mail, he was at 17 A. No.
18 some church in Raleigh/Durham. 18 Q. Isthereanything to indicate here that he
19 Q. WasTom Unzicker with NAMB? 19 waswith NAMB?
20 A. Wehad acontract with J.D. Greer and the 20 A. Notthat | see.
21 summit folks to speak for us at certain times and to 21 Q. Andyou wrotein an e-mail to Al Brodbent
22 do some things, but he wasn't an employee of NAMB, 22 onJuly 10, 2020, "All of his assertion are untrue.
23 no. 23 Simply never happened.”
24 Q. SoTom Unzicker was not an employee of NAMB | 24 Do you see that?
25 at thetime? 25 A. Right.
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1 Q. Andby "his," you were referring to 1 A. Okay.
2 Dr. McRaney? 2 Q. They produced thisto us.
3 A Yes 3 A. Uh-huh.
4 Q. Youcan put that aside for now. Thank you. 4 Q. On the second page you'll see there was an
5 Who's Russell Moore? 5 email. Dr. McRaney wrote, Dear NAMB Trustee.
6 A. Hesaformer president of the ERLC, the 6 Do you see that?
7 Ethicsand Religious Liberty Commission. 7 A. Yes
8 Q. TheERLC isanother entity of the SBC? 8 Q. And then the second to last paragraph says,
9 A. Yes 9 The attached letter is being sent.
10 Q. Kind of asister organization of NAMB? 10 Do you see that?
11  A. Yes, it wasanother entity. Uh-huh. 11 A. Right.
12 (Plaintiff's Exhibit 19, E-mail string to 12 Q. Doyou know if that's the letter that you
13 Palmer from Moore, 9/20/22, Bates stamped ERLC 1 | 13 were referring to as avery long e-mail earlier
14 -2, marked for identification.) 14 today?
15 Q. (By Mr. Gant) The ERLC isnot itself part 15 A. No, thisdoesn't ook like the one that was
16 of NAMB, correct? 16 ared long e-mail.
17  A. Right. 17 Q. Wédll, | meant the attachment. Do you
18 Q. Let me-- how many pages do you have there? 18 know if the -- | know you don't haveit in front of
19  A. Onthefront and back? 19 you soit may be hard to answer. But do you know if
20 Q. What? Number 1 and Number 2? 20 the attachment to that e-mail called Letter of
21 A. Yesdir. 21 Concern was the very long e-mail you were referring
22 Q. Okay. Onthefirst page you wrote an 22 toealier?
23 e-mail to anumber of people on February 5, 2016, 23 A. | dont--just don't know.
24 correct? The middle of the first page. 24 Q. And you responded to someone, can't quite
25 A. Themiddle of thefirst page. 25 tell here, but it looks like to Russell Moore from
Page 159 Page 161
1 Q. At545am. 1 the subsequent e-mails.
2 A. Itlookslike to -- not to a number of 2 A. Right.
3 people. 3 Q. Youwroteto Russell Moore about
4 Q. Right. From thisformat we can't tell who 4 Dr. McRaney, what an idiot, correct?
5 yousentitto. Do you know who you sent it to? 5  A. Uh-huh. Uh-huh. That would have been --
6 A. No. Wéll, it lookslikein thisformat it 6 yeah. I'msorry. Yes.
7 startsontwo and it looks like it was forwarded to 7 Q. Okay. Thank you. You can put that aside.
8 Russ, possibly. 8 (Plaintiff's Exhibit 20, E-mail string to
9 Q. Okay. 9 Williams from Moore, 9/20/22, Bates stamped ERLC
10 A. | can't tel in the format. 10 18 - 20, marked for identification.)
11 Q. Okay. That'sfair enough. | can't tell 11 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Did | read in the Bates
12 either. That'sjust the way we received it from 12 numbers for the prior exhibit? Just for the record,
13 NAMB. 13 the prior exhibit, Exhibit 19, was Bates |abeled
14 A. Yeah. 14 ERLCI1 through 2.
15 Q. Youwrote -- you forwarded and responded tg 15 The next exhibit, Exhibit 20, is Bates
16 an e-mail from Dr. McRaney that was sent to NAMB| 16 labeled ERLC18 through 20. Isthat what you havein
17 trustees and copied to you, correct? 17 front of you?
18 A. Right. 18 A. Yes
19 Q. And that was entitled Letter of Concern. 19 Q. Tel mewhenyou're ready for aquestion.
20 It says-- the subject lineis Letter of Concern. 20 A. Okay.
21 A. Yes, the Letter of Concern. Okay. Yes, | 21 Q. Now, thisis another e-mail chain regarding
22 see 22 the Letter of Concern from Dr. McRaney. If you look
23 Q. And then although it's not attached to this 23 onthefirst page of the exhibit, ERLC18, you wrote
24 version -- we received thisfrom -- sorry. | said it 24 an e-mail on February 5th, 2016 at 9:40 am. FYI,in
25 wasfrom NAMB. Thiswasfrom ERLC. 25 caseyou run into this nut case.
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1 A. Well, Jeff Christopherson -- and, again, | 1 someone else's?
2 havetolook at the date. But Jeff Christopherson 2 A. Yeah. Theonly reason | hesitate, we don't
3 and Steve Davis, they all had regions, but they 3 makedecisionslikethat. Wegetinaroom. And |
4 crossed pon- -- they cross-referenced each other. 4 know what | don't know and | trust the people. So
5 Evenif it wasn't their responsibility, say how can | 5 the decision's made through the conversation with the
6 handlethis, how can | handle this? 6 people who know what they're talking about and then |
7 That'swhy Davisis the most detailed, has 7 trust them. Soif you say ultimately whose decision,
8 the best memory, is more methodical and 8 | mean, you could say it was mine, but ultimately it
9 administrative than Christopherson, and that's why he 9 would fall under counsel.
10 said, hey, | need help here. 10 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Do you review legal briefs --
11 So | don't know when that all happened, the 11 A. No.
12 datesthat it happened, but I'm sure Davis had 12 Q. --tothe Court of Appesals before they are
13 something to do with thisas well. 13 filed?
14 Q. All right. You can put that aside. 14 A. | refer everything. | trust Georgeto
15 Y ou said that the general counsel of NAMB 15 review al that.
16 reportsto you, correct? 16 Q. Do you read the briefs after they're filed?
17 A. Yes. 17 A. No, sir. I'm sorry.
18 Q. | understand he'sin the room, George. 18 Q. Didyou read NAMB's request that the
19 A. Yes. 19 Supreme Court review this case?
20 Q. Interms of the decisions about things like 20 A. | wasaware that we were filing something,
21 whether to take an appeal, are those matters that you 21 but | didn't read it.
22 personally get involved with or do you just defer and 22 Q. Wereyouinvolved in the decision to ask
23 delegate all that to general counsel of NAMB? 23 the Supreme Court to review this case?
24 A. | trust counsel. 24 A. Just kind of asked and answered -- our
25 Q. Soareyou awarethat in this case, after 25 processisthesame. Wegetin aroom, discussiit, |
Page 291 Page 293
1 thedistrict court dismissed the case, the case went 1 hear what they think and ultimately have always gong
2 upto U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit? 2 with what they think, because | didn't know.
3  A. Yes I'mawareof that. 3 Q. Why didn't you read the brief that NAMB
4 Q. Andareyou awarethat in the Fifth 4 submitted to the Supreme Court?
5 Circuit, the Fifth Circuit reversed the dismissal in 5 A. Becausel trust our attorneys. | don't
6 favor of Dr. McRaney and reinstated the case? 6 know -- al | knew iswe did not do this.
7 A, Yes I'maware of that. 7 Q. Didyou review the decision of the Fifth
8 Q. Andwereyou aware that NAMB had requested 8 Circuit Court of Appeals?
9 that the full Court of Appeals review the decision 9 A. No.
10 that had been made by a panel of the Court of 10 Q. Didyou read any of the briefs that were
11 Appeals? 11 submitted by any party in the Fifth Circuit Court of
12 A. Yes I'mawareof that. 12 Appeals?
13 Q. Andwereyou involved in that decision to 13 A. No.
14 takethe -- to request what's called en banc review, 14 Q. Didyou read the amicus brief that was
15 review by the whole court? 15 submitted to the Fifth Circuit by the Thomas More
16 MR. PERLA: You can giveayesor noto 16 Society and the ERLC?
17 that. Wereyou involved with the decision? 17 A. No. | wastold about that and notified
18 A. |was--|was,yes. | guess-- | mean, | 18 about the ERLC, but | didn't read it.
19 was-- 19 Q. What were you told about it?
20 MR. PERLA: Start with theyesif yesis 20 MR. PERLA: Don't talk about conversations
21 theanswer. If it'sother than that, it's going 21 with counsel --
22 tobeprivileged. 22 A. It was conversation --
23 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Wasit your decision or did 23 MR. PERLA: -- otherwise you can testify.
24 someone inform you of the decision? 24 A. It was conversation with counsel about it.
25 MR. PERLA: Stick with your decision or 25 MR. PERLA: | was going to instruct you not
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1  totestify tothat conversation. 1 question.
2 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Did you hear from sources 2 A. Okay.
3 other than counsel that there was alot of 3 Q. Haveyou seen this before?
4 controversy and complaints about the ERLC and Thomas | 4 A. | don'trecall it, but it's got my name on
5 More Society amicus brief submitted to the Fifth 5 itandit'sfrom NAMB so | don't disputeit.
6 Circuit? 6 Q. It attributes this e-mail to you, correct?
7  A. That wasvery public, so yeah. SBC drama. 7 A. Right, right.
8 | mean, the public article and all. 8 Q. Didyou writeit?
9 But you understand what | do -- | don't -- 9 A. Oh, no.
10 | don't -- you know, | mute people on Twitter. You 10 Q. Do you know who did?
11 know, | just don't read all that distraction too 11 A. Probably George -- George, Mike Ebert, and,
12 much. And Mike Ebert surveys that information and if 12 you know, typically there's, like, ateam of three
13 there's something he thinks | need to see, he shows 13 that would write stuff like that, just to double and
14 ittome, but | don't read it. | don't read any of 14 triple check each other and to convey our state
15 it. 15 execs, especially the 15 south. And then they
16 Q. MikeEbertisapublic relations 16 constantly get pelted with questions about things and
17 professional, not alawyer? 17 they just want to make sure that they know at
18  A. MikeEbert, if hethinks | need to read 18 lesast -- here's the basics of what we know.
19 something, yes. | trust the attorneys to read the 19 Q. The second paragraph of thise-mail, which
20 legal documents, yes, but we had nothing to do with 20 saysit'sfromyou, and it's unclear who it went
21 the brief. 21 to-- well, it says, Dear State Executive Director.
22 Q. Butthedramayou referred to a second 22 Does that tell you who the recipients were?
23 ago -- 23 A. Yeah, those 42 state conventions. |
24 A. Itwould be-- 24 don't -- and, again, | don't -- I'm not aware if we
25 Q. Goahead. 25 sent this. We send things to different groups so
Page 295 Page 297
1 A. Baptists -- you know, anything that wasin 1 sometimesit would be the 15, sometimes it would be
2 like-- you know, where people are talking about the | 2 the 42, and the 15 being a part of the 42.
3 differences between the two. He said, hey, man, 3 Q. Isthere anything about this e-mail that
4 |ook, here's what happened. 4 tellsyouwhichitis?
5 Q. I'msorry. Who said what? 5 A. No. Itlookslikeit'sato -- yes, it's
6 A. Mike Ebert said here's what happened with 6 back to me. Didn't mention -- | don't -- | don't
7 the briefs and that ERLC filed one and that it was 7 know. But typically these type would be probably --
8 inaccurate. 8 | don't know. | just don't know.
9 Q. Do you remember when he told you that? 9 Q. Doyou know why this e-mail drafted under
10 A. | havenoidea, no. 10 your name wanted to, asit saysin the second
11 Q. Andwhat, if anything, did you do after 11 paragraph, make clear that NAMB respects and values
12 Mike Ebert informed you that the ERLC brief had | 12 the autonomy of every church association, state
13 contained inaccuracies? 13 convention, and entity within the Southern Baptist
14 A. | probably ate an Oreo. That'swhat | do 14 family of faith?
15 every time someone -- | really -- | didn't do 15 A. Yeah
16 anything. It had nothing | could do about it, you 16 Q. Why?
17 know, it's-- and | really actually probably did eat 17  A. Becausethere were articles circulating out
18 an Oreo. 18 there. People were again implying that we were not
19 (Plaintiff's Exhibit 51, E-mail to Ezell 19 for the autonomy of the local church and -- which was
20 from Ezell, 6/28/21, Bates stamped NAMB 9309, | 20 not the case, 0 ...
21 marked for identification.) 21 Q. Soyou thought or someone writing this for
22 Q. (By Mr. Gant) Exhibit 51 is Bates labeled 22 you thought that was important to make clear?
23 9309. 23 A. That was the questions coming in from the
24 A. Okay. 24 state execs. We write thisin response to typically
25 Q. Just let me know when you're ready for a 25 what they're asking us about, frequently asked
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